SOCIALISM AND NATIONALISM
then it must also be independent of questions of
race. Do you really believe, as some ethnologists
contend, that there are still pure races in Europe ?
Do you believe that racial unity is a requisite
guarantee for vigorous nationalist aspirations?
Are you not exposed to the danger that * the
apologists of fascism will (like Professor Blank)
talk the same nonsense about the Latin races as
northern pedants have talked about the 'noble
blonds,' and thereby increase rival pugnacities?"
Mussolini grew animated, for this is a matter
upon which, owing no doubt to the exaggeration
of some of the fascists, he feels that he is likely
to be misunderstood.
"Of course there are no pure races left; not
even the Jews have kept their blood unmingled.
Successful crossings have often promoted the
energy and the beauty of a nation. Race! It is a
feeling, not a reality; ninety-five per cent, at
least, is a feeling. Nothing will ever make me
believe that biologically pure races can be shown
to exist to-day. Amusingly enough, not one of
those who have proclaimed the 'nobility* of the
Teutonic race was himself a Teuton, Gobineau
was a Frenchman; Houston Chamberlain, an
Englishman; Woltman, a Jew; Lapouge, another
. Frenchman. Chamberlain actually declared that
Rome was the capital of chaos. No such doctrine
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